PUBLIC NOTICE

RELATED TO MANDATORY NARROWBANDING DEADLINES

FOR PART 90 BANDS Between 150-512 MHz

In the Second Report & Order in Docket 99-87 the Commission established deadlines by which existing Part 90 licensees operating on frequencies between 150 MHz – 512 MHz must convert to technologies that either operate at 12.5 kHz occupied bandwidth or, if operating at a bandwidth greater than 12.5 kHz, must provide an equivalent efficiency of one voice path per 12.5 kHz of bandwidth occupied.  In addition to the final narrowbanding deadline, the Commission established interim deadlines applicable to licensing new stations and modifying existing stations.

This Public Notice reiterates those deadlines and establishes a procedure requiring licensee action under which compliance with this requirement can be tracked.  Following are the applicable deadlines: 



January 1, 2011 – New Systems: all applications to implement new systems on frequencies between 150 MHz up to and including 512 MHz must employ technologies that either operate at 12.5 kHz (11.25 kHz occupied bandwidth) or provide one voice path per 12.5 kHz of occupied bandwidth OR provide a data rate of 4800 bps per 6.25 kHz of bandwidth occupied.


January 1, 2011 – Modifications to existing systems:  all applications seeking modifications to existing systems that would increase the station’s service area (37 dBu VHF/39 dBu UHF) must employ technologies that either operate at 12.5 kHz (11.25 kHz occupied bandwidth) or employ a technology that provides once voice path per 12.5 kHz of occupied bandwidth OR provides a data rate of 4800 bps per 6.25 kHz of bandwidth occupied.

January 1, 2013 – all incumbent Part 90 systems operating on frequencies between 150 MHz up to and including 512 MHz must operate at 12.5 kHz (11.25 kHz occupied bandwidth) or employ a technology that provides one voice path per 12.5 kHz of occupied bandwidth OR provides a data rate of 4800 bps per 6.25 kHz of bandwidth occupied .
Authorizations of incumbent licensees who fail to meet these deadlines will be considered to have cancelled automatically as of January 1, 2013.  To ensure that all affected licensees comply with the listed narrowbanding compliance deadlines, the Commission is establishing the following procedures:

· As of  (10 days after issues of public notice), new applicants who meet, or existing licensees who modify their authorizations
 to meet the narrowbanding requirements must use new Radio Service Codes in their applications as follows:

· Conventional Industrial Business

IH

· Conventional Commercial

IL

· Conventional Public Safety

PV

· Trunked Industrial Business

YR

· Trunked Commercial


YT

· Trunked Public Safety


YV

· To help ensure a smooth migration, the rules allow licensees to operate dual mode equipment at both 25 kHz and 12.5 kHz or greater efficiencies until the January 1, 2013 deadline.  As of January 1, 2013, any licensees operating dual mode equipment must ensure that the 25 kHz efficiency mode is disabled.  We understand that for much of the equipment in the market, this can be done through software rather than hardware changes so such dual mode radios can continue to be used after January 1, 2013 if the 25 kHz efficiency mode is disabled.  


· Licensees whose equipment is capable of operating dual mode must submit certification by February 1, 2013 that 25 kHz efficiency modes were disabled by the January 1, 2013 deadline. 
 

· Licensees who employ technologies which meet the narrowbanding deadlines but fail to modify their licenses to show the correct service code and emission designator will be considered to have cancelled automatically as of January 1, 2013.  The Commission expects to issue a public notice of those tentative cancellations soon after the January 1, 2013 deadline.  Reinstatement of those licenses would require a successful Petition for Reconsideration. 

� Existing licensees already operating at 12.5 kHz would be permitted to file a notification/certification of compliance and a request to change Radio Service directly with the FCC Licensing Division in Gettysburg.  No license fee or frequency coordination would be required.





